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To the 
Conſciences of the Chief Magiſtra-= 


tes ofthis CommonwEtALTnH, touching the Sabbath. 
day : As held forth in a Book lntituled , Articles 
of Religion approved and paſſed by both Houſes 
of Parliament , after advice had with the 
Aſſembly of  Divaes , Cc. 


Printedin the Year 1648. 
As alſo 


In another Book Intituled , T he Grounds and Principles 
of Religion , contained in a Short Catechiſm, &c. 


 Andpubliſhed by the ſame Order, 


*—" hm 


' By William Saller, and Fohn Spittlehouſe, In the behalf of themſelves 
and ſeveral others , who think- themſelves obliged to obſerve the 
ſeventh Day of the week, for the Lords Holy Sabbath, as in 
the fourth Commandment of the Royal-Law of Jehoyah, 

Exod. 20. 8, 9, Io, 11. 


<— 


Pſal. 119. 46. I mill peak thy teſtimonies alſo before Kings , and will not be aſhamed. 

'Mart. 15. 6, 9. Thus have ye made the Commandment of God of none effett , by your 
tradition : but invain doye worſhip me, teaching ſor doftrines the commangments 
of men. 


—— —_—_ - 


Printed for the Author, 1679, 
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By William Saller, and ohn Spittlehouſe, In the behalf of themſelves 
and ſeveral others , who think - themſelves obliged to obſerve the 
ſeventh Day of the week, for the Lords Holy Sabbath, as in 
the fourth Commandment of the Royal-Law of Jehoyah, 
Exod. 20. 8, 9, 10, 11. 
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To the 
CHRISTIAN 
READER 


Eader theſe are my earneſt requeſts unto thee firſt 
that thou wilt pray thy heart into a level frame to 
_— with the whole will of God, that thy heart 
may {incerely loye his truth and receive it readily, and 
pray thee take notice of the danger of refuſing this coun- 
ſe], 2 Thefs. 2.10, 11, 12. 

Secondly I pray thee conſider thatmens traditions and 
common cuſtomes are norule of faith and life in matters 
of Religion, but Gods word only Matth. 15. 9. 2 Tim. . 
15,16, 17. Deut. 4. 2. Deut. 12. 32. 

I ſhall fay no more but only give a brief acount of the 
occaſ1on, or rather the neceſſity of. ubliſhing theſe follow- 
ing lines, and that isthe oath irs; proteſtation that I and 
this Proteſtant Kingdom took in the Year 641. this con- 
ſtrained /ohn Spitelehouſe and I to print and preſent to the 
Commons of Parliament, the former part of this treatiſe 
in the Year 1657. which was deceitfully turned off and 
never examined by ſome that the Parliament had called to 
do it. But be cauſe they be not now living I ſhall forbear 
to name them, and this work coming to nothing, few 
A2 men 
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To the CHRISTIAN-READER. 


men eyer ſeeing itbut the Houſe of Commons themſelves, 
I can not but judg it my duty ence more to publiſh it, 
and ſeeing the danger of thar horrid ſin of Idolatry , I 
judg it as neceſſary to publiſh that following part which is 
a Juſtification ofthe good and holy Doftrin of the Church 
of England , moſt worthily agreeing with the holy,.Scri- 
ptures, which I pray the note 1s a lure rule þoth t9-judg 
and walke by, fo commending what I have written” to 
thy conſideration, and the bleſſing of the Almighty, L 
remain thy friend and ſervant in the Lord : 


2 Menth 22. Day, 


1 60679. 
W 11ll1iaM SALLER. 


GENTLEMEN, 


liberty coconfute Error and /ere/ie, and wiatloever is contrary to 

ſound DuQtrine; We have therefore | as obliged in Du:y,and Con- 
ſcience, Lev. 19 17, Lxk- 22 23 ) taken upon us to preſent unto you 
this matter to confhder) wherein che perſons mentioned in the licle page, 
have erre.{in their judgement, touching the Lords holy S4lwith, And 
to the end you may the better diſcern the ſaid error, and be thereby in- 
duced to reform the fame. We ſhall in the tirſt place lay betoie 1ou, 
whac they have aſſerted couct ing the Law, in which the laid Saob-i4 1s 12: 
cluded, !n Pap. 19, of that Book of Articles (as in tne Title Page ) they 
ha ve ingenioutly and chriftian!y confeſſed. 

I. * [hat God gaveto Adama Law, asa Covenant of Works ,-by 
* which he bound him, and all h1- Poſterity, co Per! 21), Entire, Exact, 
* and Perpetual Obed:exce, promiling lite upon the tuinizng, and threats 
©ning death upon the breach of, ir, and indowed him wich power and As 
©hi:ity to keep it, Cen. 1 26,27, with Ger. 2.17. Rom, 2.14.15. Rom.5, 
©£12.19 Gal. 3.10 11, Eccleſ,7.29. Jeb 28.28. 

2. © That this Law, after his tall, continued to be a perfil Rule of 
© Righteowſ1eſ , and ſuch as wits delivered by God in Mount $1141 in ten 
* Commandment, and written in two Tab'es, Jam. 1,25. & 2 8, 10, 11, 
12. Rom. 3.8, 9. Deur,5.32.& 10. 4 Exod.34.1. The four tirit Com- 
* mandments, containing our duty to: ards God, and the other ſix our 
* duty to Man, Mar, 22. 37,38,39, 40. . 

3. © That the Law (commonly called Moral } doth for ever, bind all as 
* we'l juſtified perſons, as other, to the obedience thereof, Row, 13,8, 9, 
© 10, E219, 6,2, 1 fobn 2,3,4,7,8, and that not only of the matter con- 
©reived in it, bur alſo in reſpeR ofthe Authority of God the Creator, 
© why gove tr, j4m,2,8, Rom3.31, neither doth Chriſt ia the Goſpel any 
© way Giflolve, but much ſtrengrhen the Ob/:gation, Mar,5, 17, 18, 19, 
© Jam, 2, 8, Rom, 3,31, ; 

4, © | hatairhough crue Believers be not under the Law, as a Cove- 
©nant of wo! ks, to be thereby juſtified or condemned, R-», 6,14, Gal,2, 
©16, 3.13, K 4,4, 5, Att, 13,32, Row, 51, yetitis of preat ule to 
* chem 


| N 3s much as the 35 Articie of the pre'ent Governmenr, doth grane 
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* them, as well as to others, in that as a Rule of Life, it informs them of 
* the will of God and their Duty, it dire&s ard binds-them to walk ac. 
*co dingly, Rew, 7.12.22.25, Fa, 119, 4,5,6, 1 Cor. 7.19, Gal, 5,14.,16, 
* 18, 19,20,21,22,23, diſcovering alſo the ſinful pollutions of their Na- 
g cure, Hearts, and Lives, Rom, 77 + & 3+20, {o as examining themſelves 
* therebz, they may come to a further convition of,and humiliation for, | 
*and hatred againſt ſin, J-m, 1,23,24, Rom,7.9, 14,24, rogether with a | 
*cicer ({ighr of the need they have of Chriſt, and the periection of his | 
* obedience, val, 3, 24, Rem, 7.24. 25, & $8.34. It is ikewile of uſe to © 
* reperierate, and to reltrain their corruptions, in that iz forbids ſir, Jam, © 
*2.,11, #1, 119,101,104, 12S, and the threatring of it to ſerve to ſhew | 
* what, evcn their fins deſerve and what z MiRtions in this Life they may 
* expe for thew, although freed from the curſe thereof, threatred in 
*the Law, Ezrag.13,14, ſal, 89, 31,32,33,34. The promites of it in 
* like manner ſhe (6m Godsapprobation of obedrexce, and what bieſ- 

ſing they may « xpc&t upon the per for mance thereot, Leww, 26,1,10, 
©14, with 2 Cor, 6, 16, Eph, 6,2,3, Pſal, 37,11, with Mat, 5.5, Pſal.tg, 
*11, although not due unto ti.em by the Law, as a Covenant of Works, 
* 41.2,16, Luke 17,20, ſo asa mans doing good: and refraineth from e- 
© vil, becauſe the Law ircourageth ro the one: and deterreth from the 
* other, is no evidence of his being under the | aw, and not uncer Graces 
'R 1.6.12, 14.1 Pete3.5 9 10,11,12, with /ſal. 44, 12,13,14,15 16, Heb, 

12,22,29, 

5, © 1 hat the forementioned Uſes of the Law, are not contrary to the 
*greces of the Golpel, but do ſweetly comply with it, G-/, 3.21, the ſpi- 
* rit of Chriſt tubduingaxd inablirg the willof Man co do tbat freely and 
*cbeerfully, which the will of God requi:eth to be done, Evrk, 36. 27, 
* Heb,$ 10 with Jer.31.33, 

In all which expreſſions, we acknowledge our ſelves to be of theſame 
judgement with them, Again; as touching the obſervation of the ſe- 
venth Day Sabbath, in Cap, 21. ot the foreramed Book, page 35, they ul 
theſe tollowing words, : 

* As it is the Law of Nature, that in general a due proportion cf time 
« be ſet apart for the worſhip of God, ſo in bis Word, by a pofirive, Moral 
© and perpetual commandment, _— all men in all ages, be bath parti- 
©cularly appointed one Day in Sever, for a Sabbath to be kept holy un- 
©ro him, Exod, 20,8 10,11, ſa, 56.2,4,6,7, which from tbe _— of 


* the World, unto the ReſurreRivn of Chrilt; was the laſt Jay of the 
*week, 
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wreck, Again, in pag, 16, of the Girechiſm mentiohed in the Title Page 
© they alſo acknowledge, that the fourth Commandment requirech the 
© keeping holy to God ſuch aſer time, as he hath appointed in his Word, 
© expreſly one whole day in ſeven, tobe a holy Sabbath to himſelf, 
© and that from the beginning of the World, to the Reſurreftion of 
© Chriſt, God appointed theleventh day of the week, to be the week'y 
© $abbach, | 

And in this particularalſo , we judge they have dealt far more 
Gy then moſt of theſe will do, who pretend to a bigher diſpen- 
ation, | 

Having thus ſhewed your judgements in reference to the Moral Law, 
and the Sabbath therein contained, we ſhall in the nex: p:ace recite the 
Scriptures they urge to Prove a charge of the ſaid Sabbath-day unto the 
firſt day of the week, viz, 1 Cor, 16,2, AtF,20,7, Rev.1,10, But befrre 
we ſhall ſpeak thereunto, we firſt conceive it meet to ſhew you the groſs 
abſurdities that will follow, it the ſaid Texts make ſuch a coange of the 
Sabtath, as pretended ; For, 

1, If the Law written in Ad ans Heart by Natur', wereſuch a Law, by 
which Adam and all his Poſtericy were bound, Perto.i.il,, Encrely, and 
ExaQly untoa perpetual obedience thereunto, as they have confeſſed: And 
ifthe Day chat Ged inſtituced for a Sabbath, Gen,2,2,3, was the f:me Day 
that God intended Man ſhou'd obſerve, in that Law of Nature !e had 
written in his heart, Row. 2,14,15, as certainly none will deny the Day of 
the commemoration of the Creation to be, in that there could be no 
greater ingagement in nature, to keep a Sabbach day: Then it will 
tollow , That if the ſaid Texts do make achange of that Sabbath day 
(as they pretend they do) then they plainly make a change of that per- 
ſonal, entire, exaR, and perpetual obedience, required by God ia the Law 
of Nature, | 

2, If the Law written in Mans Heart by Nature continued after the fall 
of Adam, to bea perfe rule of Righteouſneſs to all his poſterity , both 
roward God and their Neighbours, as they have granted: Then it will 
follow , That this perfeRt Rule of Righteouſnels became in part 1mper- 
fe& at the Refarre&ien of Chiiſt: for otherwiſe, what needed the Sub- 
bath day which was parc of that perfe& ru'e ot Righteouſneſs, and had lo 
continned from the Creation until that time, admit ofa change by the 
ReſurreRion of Chrik, as they pretend it did ? | 


3. If the ſaid Law, ſo written in Mani heart by Nature , was the ſ.ime 
whic 1 
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u hich was afterward renewed in Mount Sia! in ten Commandments, 
ard Writeniniwo Tables yoforever bind all as well juſtified perlons 
#2 Oihers, tO tne »ved/erce there, in regard of the Matter conteingd 
tierein,n5 allo tn icfpect of the authority of God the Creator, who pave 
it: Thenit the three Texts urged by them, do make a change of the 
eibb ict uy "Ten tey c erriy change the Matter io the Law, where it 
1 - 14 azz 1hc Sabbath, &c. as alſo of the Authurity ot che 
wer, Joni, who gave that Law; as alſo pieinly C01. 7461 
FP 4 id Perfons have affirmed, Namely, | hat Chriſt rithe Goſpel 
GOL: 111.95 +2 dffoive but mach Brengthenthe Obligations of ju tilted 
perl5.5 an! otters, to their Obedience to the Matter required 
KIticiud Law, and that trom Mat, 5.17,18, 19, James 2,5, and 


Fi 


zuclelt coat w! ich hath been ſaid, ſhould not pive you full ſacilf;Riou 
©$tO te Matter 11 frrence : we ſhailin the next place reply to theſe 
tiree !ex $2Pur', 4 lo ſhew the invalidneſs therevt, to what they urge 
them to Prove. 

[1-{t1 Cor, 16,2, do:h not in the leaſt preſuppoſe a Congregation ca- 
theredrogether to have the Wore preached, or Sacraments adminiltred, 
forte "ex: faitithecleer contrary, '.7, Letevery one lay alide by bim- 
ſelf, as God hath proſpered him, which doth cleeriy evidence; ! hat the 
Ap-1iti: lpoke not of giving forth their Liberality by way of C «//ettion, bur 
ot laying up by a Mans ſelf /i2g/arly, as a Man doth when he is at home: 
which moyety fo laid up apart by themſelves, was afterward to be (i- 
vento thoſe Meſſzngers, whom they ſhould afterward approve of by 
their Lerteas, which perſons the Apoltle promiſed to ſend unto them, to 
receive it from them, ſo that the C/eflion nas to be alterw,rd by the As 
p'ſt!cs Meſſenger:, but on what day they ſo colleRed it, is altogether un- 
ce:t2in: wheretore we conceive this Text "doth not tend i:. the 
Icait to change the Sabbath day, inftituted by God. to the firit day of the 
WEEK, . 

2, The Apoſtle Pay! preſentat Troas, Al, 20,7, was excraordinury, 
and no preſident (he being to depart the next day) for otherwite Mini- 
{ters ot the GvIipel are thereby obliged to preach every firlt day of the 
week uncill Midnight, and then break bread afterward, Secondly, icis 
qu=;tiz5nable whetiter the breaking of bread there mentioned, is tu be 
underſtood of the, Lorus Supper, ſceing the Interpreters rejer thac Text 


to A(t, 2,46 where it is ſaid; { hat the Church break bread Dayly,trom 


houſe 
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Att, 8.36,37,38. &c.an 
Z bath-day, appeareth, in that the Apoſtle Paul exhorted Timothy to preach 
in ſeaſon' and out of ſeaſon, 2 Tim. 4. 2. which doth admit of Day or 


(5) 


houſe to houſe; and conſequently upon other Days, as on the Firſt-day 
of the week. Thirdly, If the adminiſtration of the Lords Supper, bean 
unerring mark of the Sabbath-day , then the Day called Thurſday is the 
Sabbath-day, if Chriſts example be as binding as they would have Pauls 
to be in this place, the firſt inſtitution thereot being of a Thurſday nighr. 
It is clear alſo, that _ baptized the cunuch upon a travellin day , 

that preaching is alſo no certain mark . a Sab- 


Night, and of other Days, as on the Sabbath-day. 

It bchooved them therefore to have proved, firſt, That the Apoſtle 
Paul preached then at Treas, in obedience to the fourth Commandment: 
Secondly , That the ſeventh-day-Sabbath from the Creation, was then 
changed to the Firſt-day of the week ; and when, and where, and by whom, 
and upon what account it was ſo changed: Thirdly,they { hould haveſhew- 
edusas plain a Commandment for bo keeping of the firſt day of the week, 
upon the account of the RefurreQtion of Chriſt, as there was for the kee- 


| r; of the ſeyenth-day of the weck, upon the account of the finil hing 
O 


e Creation; and that by the ſame Authority by which the former Sab- 
bath was injoyned, as in Gen. 2. 2,3. & Exod. 20, 8,9, 10,11. there 
being but one Law-giver , as hath been ſhewed : Fourthly, They { hould 
have shewed ſome Preſident, where one or more of the Apoſtles of Chriſt 
did preach two firſt-days immediately and ſucceſlively one following the 
other, and in obedience to the fourth Commandment (or otherwiſe.) For a 
ſingle ation, ifthey could proveit, is no Practice. 

All, or any of which, we are aſſured is impoſſible for them to prove 
from the Holy Scriptures ; And therefore in y 2: three Texts ſo urged by 
them, they plainly beg the Queſtion, s. e. that the Firit-day of the week is 
the Sabbath ; which is Sia them by us, and which we have juſt grounds 
to do, in that the Apoſtle Paul, who (albeit the greateſt oppoler of cere- 
monies of all the Apoſtles) did conſtantly preach upon the {ſeventh Day of 
the week; and that after the ReſurreRion of: Chriſt, as _—_—_—_ from 
AF. 13.14, 42,44: & 16.13.& 17.2.& 18. 4. as allo, in that we read 
not in the leaſt, that any of the other Apoſtles did ever nzglett the obſer- 
yation of the ſeventh Day of the week. as injoyned in the fourth Command- 
ment, and thercfore we dare not but judge, they walked in obedience the- 
reunto; as alſo, in that the Lord Jcſus aftirmeth that he that breaks the 
lcalt of them Commangdments , ©. { hall be callcd leaſt in che Kingdom 

E of Hea- 
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of Heaven; as alſo in that the Apoſtle Famer aftirmeth that he that faileth 
ins his obedience to any one point of the Royal-Law, hath thereby made 
' himſelf guilty of the breach of the whole Law: ſothat weare bold to con- 
clude they were no Sabbath-breakers. Fromall which , with ſeveral other 
Reaſons we might have urged, wedeny that AF. 20. 7. proveth any thing, 
as to what they have urgedit. 

3- The Firſt-day of the week is not ſo much as mentioned in Rev. 1. 16, 
Secondly, the Lords-day there named, may beaſcribed unto all that time, 
wherein Fohy was converſantin thatReyclation., which probably was ofa 
longer continuance, than one Natural or Artificial Day : Thirdly, Ifit 
mutt needs be applied to ſucha Day, then why notmore properly to the 
ſeventh-Day Sabbath, as in the fourth Commandment, then to the Firſt- 
day of the week? Seeing Jehovah himlelf there ſtileth the ſeventh Day to 
be his Sabbath, Exod. 20. 10. But the ſeventh Day « the Sabbath of the 
Lord thy God, &c. vid. allo, Iſa. 58. 13. yea,, the Lord Jeſus himſelf 
{peaking of the ſeventh-Day Sabbath (afore named) profeſleth himſelf to 
be the Lord thereof, Mark 2. 27, 28.- Luk. 6. 5. Therefore the Son of 
Man is Lord alſo of the Sabbath-day. Fourthly, Why may not the Day 
commonly called Chr:ſtmaſi-day, or eg » or Aſcenſion-day, be 
as properly ſtiled the Lords-day, as the Day called Eafter-day ? Fifthly, 
Neither this Text, or the two former, have any tendency to the Reſur- if 
rection of Chriſt , more than that he aroſe from the Grave on the Firſt-day 
of the weck ; and conſequently, of no more force to proveachange of 
the Sabbath, inſtituted by God, than the Day of Chrifl -birth, or Paſ- 
ſion, or Aſcenſion, hath to change it to. the Days they happened to fall on, 
for any thing that the Scripture doth atribute to the day of hriſtsReſurre- 
&ion, more than to any of the other. Sixthly, The Rhemiſts upon this 
Text of Rev. 1. 10. do ingenuoufly acknowledge , That the Church made 
a change of the Sabbath, from the Seventh-day unto the Firſt-day in the 
week ; and that without all Seriprure, or commandment of Chriſt » that 
,zthey readof. Yea (lay they) which is more, not onely otherwiſe than he 
* ined in the firſt Creation, butplainly otherwiſe than was preſcribed 
by God himſelf in the Commandment: yea, and otherwiſe «20 he or- 
,dained in the firſt Creation, when he ſanCtified preciſely the Sabbath-day , 
,,and not the Day following. To which may be added the Teſtimony of 
Doft. Prideaux, in his work upon the Sabbath, where he querieth ſaying, 
,» Where is the leaſt mention of Surrogating the Firſt-day of the week, 1n 
,,Room of the Sabbath ? or where among the Eyangecliſts, isthere any 

: diſtinct 


(7) 
,diſtin& inſtitution of the Lords-day , or where will you neceflarily prove 
,jit? Mr. Bondalſo ſpeaking of the change of the Sabbath, concludeth, that 
it was an Eccleſiaſtical conſtitution, and notan Apoſtolical precept: to 
which may be added the Teſtimonies of ſeveral other Writers to the ſame 
purpoſe. Do&t. Willer alſo, in his Comment. upon Exodw, ſpeaking of 
the changing of the Sabbath , urgeth Vrſinw to prove, That the Church 
did it, ut ſe 4 Fudaica ſynogoga diſcerneret, That they might be diſcerned 
from the Fewtch Synagogues: which we conceive to bea very weak Argu- 
ment , to change a Moral and perpetual Commandment of God, bin- 
ding all men inall ages: As the forementioned perſons haye granted it 
to be. 

All which being ſeriouſly weighed and conſidered by you, we appeal 
wnto your Conſciences, whether it be notthe duty of all Chriſtians toobey 
the politive command of the one Law-giver , rather than the determina- 
tions of Parliaments and Synods, without any warrant fromthe Word of 
God. Sccing the Lord Jctus himfelfhath declared itto be a yain worl hip, 
where the Commandments of men are made DoGtrinal Afar. 15.9. as £ 
ſo in that the Apoſtles of Chriſt did publickly oppoſe the Rulers, Elders, 
and Scribes, upon the like account, 4A. 4. 18, 19,20. And ſeeing you 
have ingaged to cſtabliſ h the Chriſtian Religion, conrained in the _—_— 

cir'y 


| res, Article , 5 of the preſent Gurcrament + and ſecing Jehovah him 


hath ſo plainly determined which of the ſeven Days in the week, he will 


ave us to obſerve for his Sabbath ; and that by three notable CharaRers, 


3. e. the Sabbath-day, the Seventh-day ; and that Seventh-day where on 
he himſelfreſted, Exod. 20. 10, 11. whichreaſon cannot be given for any 
other Day in the week , the ſeventh Day andthe Sabbath-day , both poin- 
ting at the very ſame day and time ; ſo that take away one, and take away 
both; and grant one, and grant both, they being like the Name, Jeſus 
and Chriſt, which both belong to one Perſon. And ſceing the Lord felus 
and his Apoſtles, have as much ratifted and cftablished the fourth Com- 
mandment, in every jot and title thereof, as of any other of thenine, 
Matthew 5.17, 18, 19. Romans 3. 31. fames 2. to, 11. We cannot but 
ſtand in admiration, that you ſhould take upon you (being poor Mortals, 
and ſuch as Jehovah can deſtroy in a moment) to countenance, and much 
more to eſtablish ſuch « Day fin the Lords holy Sabbath, as hath no war- 
rant from the Scriptures (as hath been { hewed) and to reſtrain the people of 


Z this Commonwealth from working on that Day, wherein Jehova himſelf 


' hathcommagdcd, oraxlealt, kxeely permintedt 
| B 


emto labour in, Ex0.20. 9. 
2 and 


(3) 
and to grant freeliberty to work on that Day, in which he hath poſitively 
commanded them to ceaſe from their labour , Exod. 20. 10. 

And therefore it doth doubtleſs very neerly concern you to conſider 
your preſent condition in this matter, ſeeing it will no more ayail you at 
the Day of Account, toſay you have obſerved a Sabbath in ſtead of the 
Sabbath, than it will be for the Heathen to ſay they have worshipped a 
god, inſtead of thetrue God; Or no more than it will excuſe Zeroboam , 
to ſay, Thathc kept the fifteenth day of the eighth moneth, even the mo- 
neth, that he deviſed of his own heart, © c. 1 Kings 12.33. 

Secondly, In thatit is as much a changing of the Truth of God into a 
lie, as in any other ation of the Man of fin, 2 Thef. 2, 4, &c.it being 4 
grand Charatter ofthe man of into change Times and Laws, Dan. 7. 25. 

All which we hope the Ingagement you have taken, will be a means to 
incline you to hearken to what 2 been ſaid : And hoping you have been 
better learned, than to reject good advice, though tendered by a6 
tible Perſons: We do hereby, in Gods ſtead, exhort you to reduce the 
Lords holy Sabbath to its proper Day : which you may do without the 
leaſt prejudice tothe people, if you will but remove the Markets and Fairs, 
which fall on that Day, to ſome other day in the week : which until you 
have done, you donot onely live your ſelyes ina manifeſt diſobedience to 
the fourth Commandment, hnt arc alſu « grand Cauſe of the peoples li- 
ving in the ſame fin, andthat by reaſon of the ſtrit injunRion you lay for 
che obſervation of the Firſt-day of the week ; many not being able to leave 
their callings two Daysina week; and therefore, albeit convinced ofthe 
truth of the ſeventh Day to be the Lords Sabbath,yet are by reaſon thereof, 
neceſſitated to break the Lords Sabbath , and to obſerve that of Mans 
erecting. O remember the brand fixed on Feroboam, namely, That he 
ſinned, and cauſcd Iſrael to ſin. 

We are alſo perſwaded, That if the Clergy of this Nation would ſet 
themſelves conſcionably to preach from Exod. 20. 9, 1o, 11. they might 
ina very {hort time convince the judgement of their Congregations ; ſo as 
that they would willingly shake off the traditional Sabbath, and yield a 
filial obedience to the true Sabbath, in caſe the aforenamed impediments 
were removed, andffrce liberty granted to all that have a deſire to obſerve 
the feventh day of the week for their Sabbath, to work on their callings on 
the Firſt-day of the week, which God himſelf hath permitted them to do, 
a3 hath been {hewed. 

Whichif done, it would be a means to remoyea great png Hey” 
to the 


(9) 


tothe Jews, who make itan Argument ( that Chriſt is not the Meſſiah) be- 
cauſe Chriſtians, who profeſs themſelves to be his followers, are Sabbath- 


| breakers, — from thence, that Chriſt himſelf was a Sabbath-brea- 


ker and conſequen 
his blood. 

Apain, as the change of the Sabbath to the Firſt-day of the week ,\ was 
chief done to raiſe a wall of partition betwixt the Gentiles and the 
(as hath been ſhewed) ſo we hope the pulling down of that wall wi 

reparative to the —— of thoſe Getons Propheſies, whic 
Fol forth the unity which ſhall be bereine os and Genrile : as our Sa- 
viour himſelf hath forctold , oh. 10. 16. as alſo the Apoſtle Paw, 
Rom. 11.25, 26, &-c. and Rev. chap, 7. which ſurely ought to be the car- 
neſt deſire of all the people of God, andeſpecially offuchas are in a wat- 
ting poſture to ſee the fulfilling thereof; and moſt of all, by ſuch as pro- 
fels rken to be the Rulers and Paſtors to ſuch a people as you wa. the 
Clergy of this Nation account your ſelyes to be. 

Bur-if after all the praying for the converſion of the Jews, and having 
now power in your hands to further it you are yet reſolved not onely to 
continue this ſtumbling-block before them, but alſo to harden your hearts, 
and. blinde the eyes ofyour underſtanding, becauſe this wholeſom advice 
1s not tendered untn yon , by uhe great Parentates and learned Rabbies of 
the Nation : Yet we hope by what we have here ſpoken, we have delive- 
red our own ſouls from what will follow thereon, having faithfully diſ- 
charged our duty herein, both towards God and our Neighbour. 


EF 


y a ſinner; and if ſo, then there can beno benefit by 


(10) 


having taken into conſideration the ſuffering of many of the poor peo- 

I le of God of late for religion , and in my molt ſerious meditation [ 
4 they ſuffer for truth, and not only ſo, butſome alſo, for the true Pro- 
teſtantreligion as it is aſſerted in the doGtin of the Church of England, 
AndI and my friends looking to ſufter, we being peaccable and loyall,no 
man having ought againſt us. But for meeting together to worſ hip God 
according to his will , and according to the doctrin of the Church of En- 
gland alſo, I ſeriouſly conſidering what might be my duty in this Day 
in reſpe& of my ſelfe and others , come at length toconclude that as we 
were bound notto ſuffer as evil doers, {o alſo not as fools, and therefore 
T judg that not only in reſpect of our ſelves, bur alſo in reſpet of the true 
Proteſtant religion which is and ought to be moredear to us than our li- 
ves , it could not be leſs than a duty to vindicate our holy Chriſtian Pro- 
teſtant principles from the ſcandals caſt upon them, eſpecially I being cal- 
led by the King and his Parliament in the year 41 ſolemnly to take an oath 
ro or our preſent principles and practice as far as lawfully I may, and 


. Tjudg it is altogether lawtfull to ſpeak for the wholſome doftrin of the 


Church of England , and to walke peaceably in the practice of i; 
which is all that I or my Friends deſire, and 1 { hall ſet down that oath this 
Proteſtant Kingdom ſtands bound faithfully tro keep. 12 B do in the 


prvonce of almighty God promiſe vow endprotelt to maintaine and de- 


end as far as law 


ully I may with my life, power and eſtate, the true Re- 
formed Proteſtant Religion expreſfled in the dotrin of the Church of En<- 
gland, x ay popery and popish innovations within this realm con- 
trary tothe ſame dottrin ,. and according tothe duty of my allegiance. His 
Majcſties royall perſon, honour andeftate, as allo the you and privi- 
ledges of Parliament, the lawfull rights and liberties of the ſubjeR, and 
every perſon that maketh this proteſtation in whatſoever he $hall do in 
the lawfull purſuance of the ſame , and to my power and as far as lawfully 
I may, I will oppoſe and by all good wayes __ means endeyour to bring 
to condigne puniſ hment all ſuch as either by force,praftice,counſels,plots, 
conſpiracies or other wayes do any thing to the contrary, ofany thing in 
this preſent proteſtation contained, and further that I 1 hall in all juſt and 
honourable wayes endevour to preſerve the union and peace between the 
three Kingdoms, England, Scotland and Ireland, and neither for hope, 
fear, nor other reſpe& ſhall relinquiſh this promiſe, vow and proteſtation. 

Now evident it is that this prateſtant Church and Kingdom ſtands 
bound to keep this oath, for when a nation or the cs m—_ of . 
| Churc 
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Church or Common-wealth have once ſo bound their Souls to Gad, the 


oath bindeth all men ſucceſſively to obedience. See Foſu.g. 15,18, 19,20. = 
allo 25. Aatt. 21. 1,2.and therefore what ever other men do. 1 dare nor #197 11aty 
but 2 54 


make light of oaths, God will require them, and therefore weare bound to 


| walkecloſe with God, in the praQtice of Religion as we do, and ſhall nor 


for fear nor hope forſake the Religion expreſied in the good Doin of the 
Church of England. Now one Charge againſt us is that weare Anabaptiſts, 
becauſe we are baptized according to the well known inſtitution of Chriſt, 
Matth. 28. 19, 20. Mark, 16. 15, 16. and the pure Proteſtant Docrin 


| of the Church of —_— , 2s it is aſſerted in the Catechiſme in the Com- 


mon-prayer-Book,where the queſtion is , what is —_— of perſons to be 


baptized , the anſwer is repentance whereby they torſake fin , and faith” 


whereby they ſtedfaſtly believe the promiſes of God made to them in that 
Sacrament. New we are thus branded for no other cauſe but this good 
and holy DoRrin and praftice of repenting and believing the goſpel 
before wedare ſubmit to receive thatholy ordinance or allow it to be ad- 
miniſtred among us, and this Doctin is os in holy ſcripture As 2.38. 
Repent , and be baptized, Aﬀts 8. 36,37. What doth hinder me to be 
baprized, and Philip ſaid if thou believeſt with all thy heart thou meyeft 
or it 6s lawfull. Hence it is clear that our practice is according to the 
Proteſtant Docrin of the Church of England. Bur if it he objected that 
we were baptized in our infancy, and ſoneedno other baptiſm, I anſwer 
that this is our preſent judgment, firſt thatit can notbeprovyed from ſcri- 
ture that infants are to be baptized; ſecondly that notany other waſhing is 
ptiſm but dipping or burying under water. Now if theſe two things can 
not be proved by Scripture, we are juſtified by the 6th Article ofReligion 


in not believing or conforming to any ſuch practice, that belicying and re- 


:enting perſons may be baptizcd, both the ſcriptures to which this article 
ſend us, and the Common-prayer-Book ſaith and we belicye, and if the 
Scripture ſay any others may, we will believe that alſo when we { hall ſceit 
proved from thence. A ſecond thing — as our crime is our gathering 
together among our ſelyes to worship Goda part from the parish aſſembly. 


This is called ſchiſm,and for this we muſt have nicknames, as if hot worthy 
the name of Proteſtants, but to this I anſwer, that how ever it is eto 
paſſe, yet ſo it is thatthe pariſhes of England, moſt of them have many) 

norant and prophane and ſome debauched perſons among them in their 
communion, contrary to their own good principles, for it is evident by 
the rubrick or directory tothe right adminiſtration of the A. - , 


| 
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that no malitious perſon, nor one of anevillife or one impenitent oughtto 


come there ; and further that the whole congregation vs to be ſatisfied 
in their communicants. Now I do not ſee as things ſtand how we are liketo 


attain ſatisfaction in the _ hes we live in, that they are all true penitents, 
cre and goabout this work of endeyouring to ger * 
ſatisfation , we fear we { hould be looked upon as diſtourbers of the _ l 


IF 

re ** 
T4 

r © 


andif we {ſhould comet 


riſhes peace , rather than wellcom communicants among them. There 


wejudg it more convenient to practice their good proteſtant principles a- #! 
mong our ſelyes, andthereby be a good example tothem, eſpecially ſee- 
ing we donot yet know that parith Conſtitution of Churches is of divine 
authority , and although we be bound both by the Scriptures and by ® 
oath to walke in this holy Proteſtant Do&rin, yet are we not bound by |? 
either to walke in any inventions of men , bur yet further our practice in 
Religion fully accordeth with the good Proteſtant Do&rin of the Church # 


of England. Secthe 19. Article of the forenamed Book, it ſaith expreſly, 4 
ble Church of Chriſt is a congregation of faithtull men , in the 


the vi 


which the pure word of God is preached, and the Sacraments duly mini. 
ſtred according to Chriſts ordinance in all things that of neceſſity are re- 
quiſite to the ky Now evident it is to all that come among us, that our 


conſtant care is to reccive none as membres, but ſuch as are faithfull, 


nor do we ſuffer them to continue meubries, when we diſcerne them to | 
be unfaithfull, nor do we congregate but for the worſ hip of God for mat- 
ter and manner ſuch as this article alloweth, and to a particular congrega- Þ 


tion as uſeth to meet together to miniſter and receive the word and Sacra- | 


ments, this Article giveth the honorable name ofa viſible Church, and li- 
kewiſe the Common-prayer-Book juſtifieth us with an high hand in three 
ſeverall exhortations tothe communicants, the firſt of * coin is this, that 
in no wiſe they come but in the marriage garment required of God in holy 
Scripture , which words cannot import a ſtate { hort of regeneration and 
truc Godlineſs, and further they are preſſed to cxamin-+their lives by the 
commandments of God, and ſurcly the intent of this godly exhortation 
is to hew the neceſſity of walking according to thoſe commandments, for 
otherways examination will do no good. From hence it appears that all tho- 
ſe which have communion together in a viſible Church, ought to obſerve 
all Gods commandments, and if ſo, whereftorc {hould we be blamed for 
keeping our communion in ſuch a Church, cſpecially ſccing an oath of the 
Lord binds us to it. 
The next cxhortation chargeth blasphemers, Mlandercrs and hinderers 
_ of the 
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of the word with other criminall Sinners not to come to the Lords table, 
upon pain of deſtruction both of body and foul, and declaring that thoſe 
that truly repent and have a lively and ſtedfaſt faith ig-Ehriſt are only fit 
to have fellowship in a Church of Chriſt. Now we djzre not difobey norne- 
gle this holy Proteſtant Doctrin, whatever othery/do, nor can we ſce ary 
reaſon to jovn with the parith Churches, atleaſt uptill the parishes be care- 
full ro ſuffer none in their communions but ſuch as have truly repented 
of all their fins, and dolive by faith and not in the breach of any ot Gods 


- commandments, for ſuch only the Proteſtant Doctrin, countenanceth and 


invites to communion, as appears by the third exhortation alſo in theſe 
words. You that do truly and carneſtly repent you of your fins, and in-- 
tend to lead a new life following the commandments of God , and wa!l- 
king henceforth in his holy waycs, draw ncar and take this holy Sacra- 
,,ment. By all which it is moſt clearthat none but godly perſons ought 
to come there, or remain in communion when coum to be wicked. 

This is th2 true Proteſtant DoErin of the Church of England which [ 
mean to live in conformity unto till death), likewiſe the Proteltant Dottrin 
is thatif the cvil life of any perſon be offenſive to the congregation, he 
ought not to have communion with them, till, they be ſatished in his re- 
pentance. Sce the direction to the Communion. Noy if parishes and 
Curates be careleſs in*this duty, ought not we to maintain by all good 
means to our beſt ability the true Chriſtian Religion and Proteſtant Doc- 
trin acording to our ſolemn oath, yea [ ny it if it colt all that inthe 
World is dcar tome, life and all, the Lord afliſting with the grace of his 
good Spirit, and I hope my brethren are of the ſame mind. 

And laſtly this Doctrin agreeth with the holy Scriptures which 1s great 
fatisfaction , the viſible Churches of Chriſt arc called ſaints, faithtull, 
brethren in God the Father and in Chriſt, 1 Cor. 1.2. Epbeſ. 1. r. 
Philip. 1.17. Col. 1.2. 1Theſs. 1,1. Which Caracters manifeſt then 
to be Godly, and if any were otherwiſe they had power to remove them 
1 Cor. 5. chap. for we ought to have no fellowship with any unfruittull 
works of darkneſs , Epheſ .I 1, but to ſeparate from them, if we have nor 
power to put them from among us, 2 Cor. 6.14,17. neither can our 
worshipping God on another day, or in another place than the pariſ 11 
doth, do cither the Magiſtrate or to any other the lealt hurt, fo long .as we 
yield all civilobedicnce to the King and live civilly among our ncigh- 
bours. Neither have we found any ſuch oftcnded with us, and I hope 


we ſhall neyer give them any juſt cauſe of offence, A third thing _ 
| . char- 


-, 


— 
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charged againſt us is our keeping our ſolemn aſſemblies en the Lords Se- 
venth-day-Sabbath, a well known Doctrin of the Church of England, for 
the Book of common-prayer hath expreſly required the reading of theten i 
commandments at the time of the communion , andtherein is aſſerted ® 
the Seventh-day-Sabbath plainly, and the people kneeling are taught to | 
craye mercy aftcr the reading of every precept thus, Lord have mercy on | 
us and incline our hearts to keep this law. With this agrees theCatechiſme, * 
the commandments on the Church walls, and the Parliament rules, and © 
further manifeſt it is that although the greateſt number mcet for worſhip :; 
on the firſt-day ofthe Week, yet they do notaccount it Sabbath, but in the Þ 
common-prayer Book it is called Sunday, and is numbred among Church 7? 
Holidays which God nevcr commanded. Sce the rubrick in the beginning 7 
of the Book, and to this agrees the teſtimonys of thoſe true ſons'of the 
Church of England Dr. Whit, Dr. Prideaux, Dr. Heylin, Dr. Iron- ©: 
fide, and many others, ſo thatifany {hall yet complain againſt us for kee- 
ping Sabbath,let them know the Church of England hath aſſerted it in her & 
Doctrin , and thatacording to the truth of Gods Word. Exod. 20.8, 9, ® 
10,11. Matth.5.17,18,19. Matth.24.20. James 2.8, 9,10, 11,12. Þ 
and many other places. F 

Beſide the Book of Articles which is the Doctrin of the Church of Eng- Þ 
land, ſendeth us to Gods Word to know our duty in Religion. The 6th Ar- | 
ticle ſaith that holy ſcripture containcth all things neceſſary to Salvation, i! 
ſo that whatſocver is not read therein nor may be proved thereby is not to {* 
be requircd of any man, that it should be bclicycd as an Article of the faith, 
or be thought requilite or neceſſary to ſalyation. Now the old and new Te- 
ſtaments juſtific the ſeventh-day-Sabbath to be a Holy-day of Gods own 
appointing for his worship plentifully,but there is not one Word in all the Z 
holy Scripture for Sunday the Firſt-day of the Week being ſo, therefore © 
weitanduſtificd in our practice by this Article to be Protcſtants, and or- ® 
thodox altogether, and bound to walke in this Chriſtian profeſſion and = 
practice,and defend it by all Jawfulland good means keeping within Chri. ® 
ſtian bounds , and I judg we arc bound fo to do by the higheſt law in * 
England , forthere can ncvcr bc a higher or a greater law, than an oath | 
laid upon the conſcicnces of the ſubjects by the King and his Parliament, 27. 

But if any ſhould ſuppoſc that this oath bindcth as well to all the pra- 7. 
&ice of the Church of England as to the dodctrin, 1 ſay itis a miſtake, for ® 
when this oath was firſt tendered, many conſcicntious Protcſtants ſcrupe- Þ 
Iced to take it, untill it was explained by a declaration , which ran in words F 
to 
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to this cffet, that they did not mean orders and ceremonies or ſuch like, 
but the pure doEtrin of the Church oft England fo farr as itis oppoſite to 
Popery , {o that wc are not bound to any thing but what is pure, as all thar 
which God hath commanded is, and all innovations weand all the King- 
dom arc ſworn againſt, as appears by the oath, therefore a general Re- 
formation is necdtull, but it others will not reform , yet Ict not us be 
blamed who dread to bc tound forſworn perſons at the day of account. 
And that is the fourth thing that is a charge againſt us by ſome , namely 
our nonconformity to orders and ccrimonies in Gods worſhip, orany 
thing of human Invention, and to this I ſay our judgementand practice 
herein doth very well agrce with the Proteſtant Doctrin of the Church 
otEngland, for proot hereof look back to the fixth Article of Religion 
befo:'c named, which alloweth nothing to be obtruded upon the faith or 
practice of men but what is read in holy Scripture , and may be pro- 
ved thereby. Now this Doctrin is moſt orthodox and confirmed clear- 
ly by the Scriptures Dert. 4. 2. Dear. 12.32. Levit. 10,1. Matt. 15.9, 
as alſo by thc book of Common-Prayers which tcacheth us to pray againſt 
talſe Doctrin and contempt of Gods Word. Now that worl hip that 
cannot be proved to be true by Gods Word, and yetis injoyned by Doc- 
trin and Commandment from men is certainly falſe, and a great con- 
tempt of Gods Word, as if it werenot ffhcicnt ro furniſh us for all 
g00d works, as the Apoltle afhrmethitis 2 Tz. 3. 16, 17. but this may 
be further argued fromthe book of Articles, the 19tells us of 4 famous 
Churches that have errcd. "The Article ſurely intends our edification, 
and therefore the intent of it muſt in reaſon be to warn us not to follow 


© any Churchin any thing wherein they ſwarve from the rule of God sword, 


as all Churches do-when they command things in Religion which Gods 


| or- Fo neſs Matr. 15.9. Further obleryethe zoth Article, itfaith it isnor lawfull 
od E] for the Church to ordain any thing contrary to Gods Word written, 
*hri. & and if ſoas fo it is, then may {he command nothing but what is written 
= in Gods Word. See Deur. 4.2. and 12.32. Matt. 15.9. Epbeſ. 1.22. 
= 'This is in cftect the Doctrin of the 2 1th Article, for it conftclleth that the 
2 ordinances of generall Councils have neither ſtrength, nor authority un- 
© leſs it may be declarcd that they be taken out of holy Scriptures, from 
- all this Chriſtian Doctrin ſo true and whollſome we may well conclude 
= that the Godly Fathers of the Church of England in the firſt Retormation 


| intended a purcRetormation, ſuchas I now plead tor, and we practiſe as 


D {oon 


— 


—O— 


Og ro nnonys”” . 


oa. < by 
Hy . ——_y_— ——— | — —_—— C—_—_— y—_— 


es 


| (16) 
ſpon as the times would bear it , and therefore laid a foundation of 
ſound Doctrin , for a further conformity to the will of God than thoſe 
blind times would bear, and notcnly thoſe firſt Reformers bur ſeverall 
worthy Deccors lince have aimed at the ſame eng, although it be not yet 


- 


attained, to inſtance two or three of them. 


Firſt that learned Bif hop Dr. Babington upon Levzr. 10. 1. ſome of Þ 


his worthy ſayings I ſhall here tranſcribe, faith he, having in the tor- 


mer Chapter ſhewed by a Miracle from heaven, how he acceptcth of 3% 


worſhip done according to his will , now in this by a dreadfull Judg- 
ment upon the two Sons of Aaron he {ſheweth how he abhorceth all 
preſumption of man to ſerve him any other waye. And a little after ad- 
deth, becauſc it was not fire appointed and commanded of God, which 
fault in mans cyes may ſcem to have excuſe, and not to deſcrye fo fear- 
full a puniſhment, for they were but green in their Office and ſo of Ipno- 
rance might offend, again of forgettullneſs not —— or think- 
ing of the matter as they ought. Thirdly there was no malice in them 
or purpoſe to do cvil , but wholly they aimed at Gods Service with a 
true meaning , although in the manner my miſſed ſomewhat , bur all 
theſe and wharſocyer like excuſes were as fig-leaves before the Lord, 
vain and weak to defend them from guiltineſs in the breach of his 
Commandment, and notwithitanding any ſuch rhey arc thus tearfully 
devourcd with fire from God , that they then, we now, and all fleſh to 
the worlds end might learn to ſcttel it in our hearth. With what ſeyc- 
rity the Lord cha!len eth and defendeth his Authority in laying down 
the way and manner of his Worl hip , nor leaving it to any Creature to 
meddlc with but according to preſcription and appointment from him. 
And alittle after this he faith , but for his Divine Worſhip he only 
will preſcribe it himſelfc, and what he appointed that muſt be done and 
that only. Again he ſaith Paul delivered what he had received , he con- 


 demned all yoluntary wor hip, and faith he, a learned Profeſſor in Pa- 


ris affirmcth boldly, that mens preceps, turn people from the truth and 
{cduce the hearts of the ſimple, and then addeth, therefore God tycth 
us ſo ſtrictly to his word without adding or diminif hing. "Then he lay: 
down and anſwers this objection , but doth not a good intent prevaile 
with God albeit the thingh be not expreſly warantcd , faith he , your 
ſcltcjudg by that which you ſee here ne in many other placcs, and then 
urgeth leverall Texts and Examples to prove that God will accept no 
mans £90d intent if hc ſwaryc from the word of God. Which faith he, is 

' only 
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on of © only a Chriſtian man 21d womans rue and pertect guide,and then addeth ; 
thoſe * O why ſhonld it grieve me to be ruled by his word lceing it is ſo ſure a way 
/erall ® for me to walke in, or why {hould any teacher dcliver to me that which 
QMtyct ® he never reccived of God to be dclivercd to his people , it they crave 
> obcdience why ſhould they be angry that I pray to have it ſhewed out 
1c of 27 of his word whom only 1 muſt obey, he hath preſcribed a form of ſer- 
tor-  ving him , that form he wil accept and bleſs with eternal peace , all 
h of ® other forms he will abhorr and puniſh. Nadab and Abihu preach fo unto 


© 


udo- 4 us and all fleſh they wiſh us to take heed by their harms. Now can any 


1 all by rational man think that in all this cloſc and gracious doctrin, this revc- 
rad- 3 rend Doctor had not a ſpecial aim to provoke and quicken the Church 
hich & of England, to a more through Reformation of Religion than they are 
ear- ® yet come up unto. No man can by any rules of prudence (i och 
MNo- # wiſe, his dodrin is a full juſtification of our principles and prattice , 
ink- Þ bat if any ſhould think that notwithſtanding this Godly | mms as 
im & high as he is againſt all inventions of men in Gods worſhip, yct 
tha # would have blamed us for not going to our pariſh Church and being 
all j ? no morc conformable : 1 ſay I cannot ſce he had, but that his own 
rd, ® Dodtrin would have blamed him. Nor ſce I how he could doit in 
his Þ® reaſon, and for further ſatisfaction in the caſe , I ſhall note one pal- 
uly by ſage morc in his commentaric on this 10. of Leviticus 4. andy. verles, 
1 to | ſpeaking of the manner of their burialls, not in the hoſte ſaith he, but 
ve- without in the fields preparcd and kept for fuch uſe, where was then the 
wn WW ſuperſticious conceit of Churches and Church-ycards. His words nced 
:to no explication, any man may ſce his heart was ſet for the preparing of 
Im. 7 thc hearts of men for the caſting off ofall human inventions what{ocycr, 
aly {7 and to)have the holy Scriptures alone to be the rule of all Religious 
nd th actions, and this is the truth of Scripture intention alſo, toargucalutle 
n- 3 that one text Epheſ. 1.22. and hath put all things under his feet , and 
a- BY given him to be the head over all things to the Church : now 1f this text 
nd & muſt ſtand for any uſe or be of any (1gnification at all, this is clear trom 
t * It, that God hath delighted the whole power of appointing all Eccleliaſti- 
ys: & calinjunctions to Jeſus Chriſt and to him only , and no man overſccer or 
le 7 other whatſoever hath power more or leſs to command or appoint any 
ur | thing in matters of Religion, but what he proves to be the will of Chrift 
en | in lus written Word, and to this agreeth the Words of Chriſt himſclt 
o ® AMatth.28. 18, 20. as allo Math. 15.9. in theſe words : mm vm do 

8 * uthey worſhip me teaching for Doitrins the PE es hon of men, ; 
y C4 os 


% 


(18) 

So that it is as plain to be ſcen as the noſc upon a mans face both in the 
Scriptures, and in the doctrin of the Church of England, that the tru- 
+ Church in the world hath nothing todo, tocommand or injoyn any 
thing in Religion ; no not in the leaſt cerimony or circumſtance of it, 
but 1s here ſelfe preciſely bound to walke according to the Word of God, 
and that orly, "2 the Church of Judea was without doubt atruc Church 
when Chriſt condemned them, for that innocent cerimony as flef hand 
blood would be apt to think , of wal hing hands before dinner ; but 
when this was — an act of Religion without a warant from God, 
we ſce how roundly Chriſt reproveth them for ic, and there is large 
teſtimony for us among the famous Doctors of the Church of England, 
at ſuch turns as the Spirit of God bears moſt rule in their hearts. 

Obſerve what another Biſhop ſaith for our defence , both with 
refpedt to Sabbath-kceping, as alſo to the keeping our ſelyes clean from 
touching , with any human inventions whbatloeycr in Gods worſhip, 
they be the words of Dodt. Bayly in his Practice of Piety 250, 251, 
252 pages , but before I come to ſet down his words, I delire his end 
may be noted , or the work he would have done if the Spirit of God 
had not been to mighty for him , his aim being to bind the conſciences 
of men to a ſtrict obſervation of the firſt Day of the Week, but in his 
undertaking , the Word and Spirit is aboye his will, for thus he 
vrites. , 

Becauſe that the Lord himſclf expoundeth the end of the Sabbath 
to be a ſigne and document for ever betwixt him and his people: that 
he is Tchovah by whom they are ſantified, Exod. 31.13, 14. And there- 
fore mult only of them be worſhipped , and upon pain of death char- 
goed his people for ever to keep this memorial inviolated , but this end 
is moral and perpetual , therctore the Sabbath is moral and perpetual, 
what God hath perpetua'ly ſanctificd, let no man cver preſume to make 
common or prophane, upon this ground it is that the commandment 
terms this Day the Sabbath of the Lord thy God , and God him- 
ſelf calls it my holy Day , and upon the ſame ground likewiſc the old 
teſtament conſecrated all the Sabbaths and holy Days to the worſhip 

honour of Cod alone, to dedicate therefore a Sabbath to the ho- 

novr of any crcaturc 1s grofle Idolatry , for the firſt table makes it a 
part of Gods worſhip to have a Sabbath to his honour, ſo doth Lewie. 
23- 3, 28. and Ezek. 20.20. Nehe.g. 14, the Sabbath. is put for the 
whole worſhip of God, and our Saviour teachcth that we muſt worſ hip 
the 
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the Lord our God only, atth. 4. and therefore keep a Sabbath to the 
only honour of God, the holy, Ghoſt notes itas one of Jeroboams great- 
cſt ſins that he ordained a fcalt , from the deviſe ofhis own heart; 
1 Kings 12.33. and God threatneth to viſit Iſrael for keeping the Days 
of Baalim , that is of Lords ; as Papiſts keep the Days, of Saints. Hoſe 
2. 13. But faith that ſuch forgot him, and fo indeed none arc leſs care- 
full in keeping the Lords Sabbath , than thoſe who are moſt ſuperſti- 
tious obſerycrs of mens holy Days. ; | 

The Church of Rome therefore commits groſs Idolatry , firſt in 
taking upon her to ordain Sabbaths, which belongs only to the Lord 
of the Sabbath to do. Secondly in dedicating thoſe holy Dayes to the 
honour of creatures, which in cftc& is to make them ſanCtifying Gods. 
Thirdly in tying to thoſe Days Gods worſhip , prayers, faſting and merit. 
Fourthly in exacting on thoſe Days of mens invention, a greater mea- 
ſurc of ſolemnity and ſanctification than upon the Lords Day, which is 
Gods commandment : which in eftc& is to preferr Antichriſt before 
Chriſt. Thus farr the Doctor. Now I dare appeal to the judgment of all 
unbiaſed men, whether this Doctor hath not fully juſtified our cauſe, and 
that our judgment and practice is fully Proteſtant by his pen, for no man 
can reaſonably believe that God cyer intended to preſs the obſervation 
of Sunday ſo called, bur properly the firſt Day ofthe Week, upon the 
conſciences of his people fromthele texts, Exod. 3 1. 13,14. Levit. 23. 
3,38. Exch. 20.20. Nehe.g.14. No nor any other Day but the Se- 
yenth-day-Sabbath anly, and in perſwading us not to prophane or make 
common the Day perpetually ſan&tified of God , called by the com- 
mandment the Sabbath of the Lord thy God , and thay he calls m 
holy Day, is reaſonable to be underſtood of any other than the Sabbat 
of the Seventh-day, cſpecially ſeeing he utterly denicth it to be the place 
or prerogative of any to make a Sabbath but God only , and accounts 
it Idolatry in Rome , to dedicate a Day to any but to him, and I ve- 
rily belicve that no Church in this matter hath a priviledge beyond her, 
and with how much expreſneſs doth he condemn it for grofle Idolatry 
in Jeroboam , and Iſrac], and in Papiſts to appoint or obſerve holy dayes 
of mans invention , and makes it to be a preterring Antichriſt before 


. Chriſt. So that I hope now henceforth no good Proteſtant will blame 


us for not keeping holy the firſt Day of the Week , ſceing we are fo 
plainly taught to keep the Sabbath of Gods own making , but not any 


Lords Day of Mans making, and the Scriptures urged to proye it afin 
1$ 
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is Hoſe 2. 1 Kings 12. and that byſo learned a father of the Proteſtant 
Church of England, and that upon this ground, thathuman inventions 
are ſo dangerous, and I judgvit roundly follows that thaYare as bad in all 
matters appertaining to Religion as in that , and thercfore itis moſt ſafe 
in all things of Religion to keep to the rule of Gods Word, and that 
only by this worthy Drs judgment. But if any ſhould ſay , Dot. Bayly 
intcnded the firſt Day of the Weck by the name of the Lords Day, and 
not the ſeventh Day, I anſwer, whatever he means, I am ſure he na- 
mes ſuch a Lords Day as ſtands by the commandment of God. We find 
no other but the ſeycnth now of his appointing. Secondly I am ſure he 
names the Day commanded in Exed. 20. andithe did mean that that was 
the firſt Day , yet I am ſure God meant it was the ſeventh , becauſe 
It is impoſſible that he ſhould be a decerver to name one Day and mean 
another. Thirdly the Drs proof all along dirc&ly pointeth to the Se- 
venth day, what ever he meant, and it is our duty to regard the proof he 
brings from Gods Word, rather than his meaning) it his meaning and 
It agree not. 

One Doctor more I ſhall urge who could never be ſuſpected to 
#0 beyond due bounds , in {trictneſs againſt human ordinances ,. or 
tying perſons to cloſe to Scripture rule, and yet when he coms to Fe 
the Proteſtant DoCtrin could do no lefs, than ſpeak that whi.h no an 
nced ſay more for our juſtification. | 

And that is that famous Biſ hop of Armach Do&. Uſher in his body of 
divinity , I ſhall begin with what is written in pag. 18. you ſhall hcar 
him in his own words, and the Scripture proofs as there we find them, 
ſaith he, the books of holy Scripture are ſo ſufficient for the knowledge of 
Chriſtian Religion , - that they do moſt plentifully contain all Doctrin 
neceſſary to ſalvation, they bcing perfectly profitable to inſtruct to ſal- 
vation in themſclves, and all other imperfteRly profitable further than 
they draw from them. Whence it followeth that we nced no unwrit- 
ten veritics, no traditions or inventions of men, no canons of Coun- 
cilz, no ſentences of fathers, much lefs decrees of Popes for to ſupply 
any ſuppoſed defect of the written word, or for to give us a more per- 
fect direction in the worl hip of God and the way of lite, than is alrea- 
dy exprefled in the canonical Scriptures, Marr. 23. 8. fohn. 5. 39. 
Afatt. 15.9, Finally theſe holy Scriptures are the rule, the line, the 
{quare and light , whereby to cxamin and try all judgments and ſayings 
both of men and angels, 7ohn. 12.48. Gal. 1.9. alltraditions, revela- 
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tions, decrees of Councils, opinions of Doctors are. to, be imbraced,, fo 


farr forth as they, may be proved. out of the divine $cripzures , and not 
otherwiſe, {o that from them onely all Doftrin gongerning our Salvation 
mult bedrawn andgerjyed,, that onely is ro be rakentfar truth in matters 

ertaining to.Chriſtian Religion, which is agrecaþle unto.them,, and wha- 
Bone FE from them.is to be reftuled.. 

There is much moxe in this and thenext page ta the ſame purpoſe but 
cannot takeall, rhis.is 45 full as ix need to be for our defence, forif this be 
good Ba Doctrin,then are we ttue Proteſtants-accarding totheDo- 
Grin of the Church of England and Ireland, this Primate alſo bezngjudge, 
tor this, js not.care with, him, or, an, accidenral} thing once thus to.cxpreſs 
himſelf , buthts mind and intention, note himas he goes on in the Proof 
ofthis head of Doctrin, in. Pap. 20. he ſaith.it ought to be no controyerlic 
amongſt Chriſtiaps that the whole Scriptures of the old and new Teſta- 
ments, doth moſt richly and abundantly contain all that is ,neceſlary for a 
Chriſtian man to-bclicve and do tor etcrnall falyation , he further faith of 
them Pag. 21. they are asa rule of. ſtcel that is ferm and changeth not. 
5. Ss. Pſal. 19.9. for ſceing theyare ſufficient to make us wiſc unto fal- 
vation :s is betore proved, it tolloweth of neccſlity.that there is a molt cer- 
tain rule of truth for inſtruction. bath. of faith and works to be learned out 
of them Again pag. 25 hefaith, Ng infereretarion of holy Fathers, Popes, 
Councils, cuſtoms.or practice vt, Church, cither. comrary to. the manifeſt 
words of the Scripture, or containing matters which cannot neceſlarily be 
proved out of the Scripture, are to be received, as an undoubted truth, 
and in Pag. 203 he faith, they only are commended for a holy lite, who 
have framed it according tothe word Luke 1.6. and all others ſecluded 
Iſai 8,19, 20. Matth. 22.29. becauſe nothing can be counted, holy, 
and righteous, which God doth not ſo account and that inthis word, for 
as he only is righteous and maketh this or that to be holy and righteous, 
ſo his word only sheweth what that is which he ſo accounteth,and 5 
it is called his holy word, holy Scriptures, righteous Laws, Deur. 4. $. 
2 Tim. 3,15, 16, but further obſeryc his.expoſition of the ſecond com-. 
mandment Pag. 222.223. What 15 the ſcope and meanzng. of this com- 
mandment, anſwer. To bindall men to that ſolemn forme. of Religious 
worship which, God himſelf in his word preſcribeth, and that we ſerve him 
not according to our fancies, butaccording to his own will, Deut.12.3 2. 

' Queſt. What is generally forbidden herein, anſwer, every form of wor- 
Ship though of the true God, Deur.12.31. contrary to, or diycrle from the 
| D pre- 


hath appointed, or may be 
Pharifſces washing. 
- Queſt. What by worshipping of them, anſwer. _ 

All uſe in Gods ſervice of any new deviſed inventions, or practice 
of them, andall abuſe of things commanded. 

Queſt. What is generally commanded in it, anſwer. 

Fhat we worship and ſcryve God in that holy manner which he in his 
word requireth. © 3 

Queſt. How are we to worship the Eord our God, anſwer. 

By thoſe means only which himſelf approveth in his word according 
:othe ſaying of Moſes, do that which I command thee and do no more , 
Deut. 4.2. and 12.32. 

Qiteſt. What is here re 

Firſt thatwe pive unto 
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preſcript of Gods word , Matt. 5.9. called by the Apoftle will-worship 
Coloſs. 2.23- together with all corruption in the true worship of God, 
2 Kings 16. to. Queſt. Whiatis meant by making 1 
devices and new inventions of men in the {eryice © 
forbidden to make any new Word , new Sacraments, new Cenſures, new 
Miniſtres, new Prayers, new Faſtings, or new Vowes to ferve him with- 
all, alſoall repreſentations of any Grace of God otherwiſe than God 
allowed by his word , as Chriſt condemned the 


uired, anſwer. 
;0d that worship which he himſclf hath pre- 
ſcribed in his word , fecondly that we give him thatalone withant addition 


or alteration. 


Queſt. What is forbidden, anſwer. 


Firſt the'negle& of Gods worship or any of his ordinances and when 
we contemn, or diſpiſe or leaye undone that ſervice which he hath com- 
manded-ns to perform unto him. Secondly the addin 
taking from the pure worship of God, or when we 
ther means than that which he himſelf hath commanded. 

Again in Pag. 228 he faith, we are commanded'to ſerve God not ac- 
cording to the traditions of men, but according to his will revcled in the 
Scriptures, Col. 2.18. Matt. r5.9. thatwe give no toleration to ſuper- 
ſtirion 2 Chron. 15. 13. but shew our hatred and deteſtation to all falſe 
worship ſo far as we may within our calling. 

Again in handling the Dodtrin of the Sabbath, pag. 244. and doing 
what he could to excuſe the change of it to the firlt day , he faith thus, 
why doth notthe new Teſtament mention this change, the anſwer is, be- 
cauſe there was no queſtion moyed about the ſame in the Apoſtles time, 


es, anſwer, all new 
, whereby We are 


any thing unto or 
erve him by any 0- 
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to which 1 only ſay, that he that can not ſee by the light of this queſtion, 
and anſwer, that the ſeycnth-Day is the Sabbath, and the appointing the 
firſt day in its ſteed is a meer human invention, is yery dim ſighted. 

But further obſerve two reafons urged by him in Pag. 233- with great 
authority and clearneſs allthough direQaly againſt his deſigne , the que- 
ſtion being , wherefore the Sabbath should be kept, the anſwer is this, 
from Gods own right who made the Sabbath, and is Lord of it, for the 


ſeventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God, this day is his and notours. 


The other reaſon follows in theſe words , from the example of God him- 
ſelf, that as he having made all things in the ſix days, reited the ſeventh 
day from creating any more, ſo Should we reſt from all our works. 
God himſclfceafing from his work of creating on that and ſanGifying it, 
with what joy ought we to imitate our God herein, Gen. 2.2, 3. Exod. 
31.17. Now 

Whether theſe words dropt from this Metropolitan not of himſelf, but 
from a Propheticall Spirit , ſuch as Caiaphas was lead by, Zohn 11.49, 
50, 51. or whether he had a defigne to leave a teſtimony tor the truth, 
which might be gathered up in time and doit ſervice, I shall leaveall men 
tojudge as they can, but ſure enough that his words are molt expreſs 
and plain for what we profeſs and practiſe, neither can it be reaſonably 


thought that ſo wiſe and great a Dr. Should preſs Gen. 2.2,3. Exod. 
. toſucha ſervice, as under the name of the Seyenth-day-Sabbath, 


L.1 
- inves the keeping of the firſt day of the Week upon the conſciences 
of men, the like may be ſaid of all thoſe foregoing paſſages in his proof of 
the Scriptures authority and ſufficiency, Pages 18. 2 1. asalfo in his expoſi- 
tion of the ſecond commandment Pages 222,223, 228. Who can believe 
he should with ſuch tarneſtneſs and plainneſs ſoover and over condemn 
all things in matters appertaining to __ of human deviccifhe meant it 
not, allowing nothing but what is by God in his word preſcribed, if his aim 
had not been to provoke to ſuch a pure worshipping of God as the Scri- 
pturealone dircfeth , without all canon, cuſtom or direction from man 
whatſoever. | * 

Sce alſo his Teſtimony for our praftice in the Adminiſtration of Bap- 
tiſm pag. 41 1.this is his queſtion concerning it. 

Why call you it the firſt Sacrament, anſwer. 

Becauſe Chriſt gave ordreto his Apoſtles, that after they have taught 
and men believe, they ſhonld!baptize them, that ſo they mighr be en- 


rolled amongſt thoſe of the houſhold of God, and cntercd into the _ 
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ber of the citizens of the heayenly Jerafalem and in that little peece cal- 
Jed the Incarnation of the Sofi of God, thirs he ſaith in pag. to.Inlikeman- 
ner baptiſm apperraiheth priperly to.fach as were defiled, and had need 
to have their {its washeFawidy ,, and thetefore When all the land of Judea 
and they of Jeruſalem, went out _ they were alf baptized of him 
in the river Jordan confefling their fins, now what can we or need we lay 
morein this, for our praQice of baptizing men than when they come to be- 
- lieveand repent, andnot before, than this learned father of the Church hath 
faid, for if his Dorin be not rejeed, it is a ſubſtantiall juſtification ofus 
againſt all gainſayers,in as much as he ſaith baptiſm appertained properly to 
ſuch, and urgeth the otder of Chrift and the teſtimoniall praftice of John 
toproveit, for if this reverend Dr. had judged the baptiſme of infants had 
been appointed of God, he would never have ſaid itproperly appertained to 
{uchas bclievcd,and confeſs their fins, for it would be as proper alltogether 
to baptize infants as belicvers in cafe there be a divine law for it, ſo that up- 
on the whole of his proof ir manifeſtly ar that our practice in Re- 
ligion is truly conſonantto the good and faithfull Doctrin of the Church 
of England. We have the holy Scriptures, the Book of Articles of Re- 
ligion, the Book of Common-prayer , and the revercnd Doctors of the 
Church of England all ſpeaking for our practice as with one mouth. 


Burt whereas ſome may yet except againſt us as if it were impoſTible for 
as orat Icaft unlikely char our pradtice in religion ſo different from the 


parish-way , shoald art all commend'us for {o good ſons of the Church 
of England as our diale& ſeemeth to lignify, to which I' fay thatin this, 
a5 in all things I judge it becomes usto deal faithfully, and notto deceive 
others as we would not be deccived our ſelves, with ambiguity of words, 
I shall therefore explain this word whatT mean bythe Church'of England, 
and'I mean it of the g56d and faithfull people inhabiting in England, in 
diftindtiot from the faints in other nations, and in and under this conſi- 
deration reckon our fclves ſons of the Church of England, being ſuch: 
as-{tand for a through Reformation in Religion, according as wefindit 
truly and worthily aſſerted in the forementioned Books, and do judge 
it our duty to walke in' this Proteſtant Doctrin according to the grace 
and light God hath beſtowed upon us peaccably,/among =” Ham 
without doing any thing to offend or interrupt others , praying and 
hoping that the word, and Spirit of God will in time beget amore ge- 
ncrall reformation in the Kingdom and Church' ot England, and ſuch 
2 gcnerall conſideration of the word Church the $.ripcure alloweth, 
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I mean of more perſons than do or can meet in one aſſembly to wor- 
Ship God together and receive edification , allthough a particular con- 
gregation be called a Churchalſo, as is evident 1 Cor. I1. 18, 20. there 
{o many as meet together in one place are called a Church, elſe were 
it unproper to ſay te Churches of Galatia, the Churches of Judea. See 
Gal. 1. 2.22. the ſeyen Churches of Alia Revel. 1. 4. and yet this hinder- 
eth not but that a more numerous multitude than ever yet ſaw one an- 
others faces may be called a Churchalſo. See Epheſ. 5.25. in thisplace 
beyond all doubt, more thon a particular miniſtring Church is intended. 

| But with the more ignorant the greateſt doubt will be whether every 

Companie of godly people meeting together to worship God are a 
Church, therctore note, the Church of England giveth the name of a 
viſible Church to every ſuch aſſembly in the 19 Articie. 

So being not conſcious to our ſelves of any thing held or practiſed by 
us, that any can be reaſonably offended at, but where we differ from others 
wecan dono leſs. God in his holy word as well as our Proteſtant oath bin- 
deth us toit, but I hope the difference will not allways continue , but 
they will in time reform , for they may come forward to us with peace 
and honour, allthough we can not go back to them, erem. 15. 19. 

Thus much I thought good to write not onely for our own juſt defence 


Ebut alſo for the cedification of our good minded Protcſtant neighbours and 


brethren for whoſe ſake this is partly intcndcd. Fare wcll. 


CO 


This 1s 
A Teſtimony for truth in practice , or 


The. Protcſtant Religion maintained in purity and defended againſt 
opery and all popish innovations , by W.S. 

O how I love thy law, it is my Mcditation all the day, Pſal. 119. 97. 
Thy Word is a Lamp unto my feet, and alight unto my path, vers. Log. 
I have ſworn andI will perform it that I will keep thy righteous judg- 


Fe 
nents, vers. 106. 


| Therefore thus ſaith the Lord, if thou return, then I will bring thee 
zgain and thou shalt be before me: and it thou take forth the precious from 


Wc vilc, thou shalt be as my Mouth : Letthem return unto thee, but 
&cturn not thou untothem, /erem. 15. 17, : 


